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NOVA  SCOTIA  LEADS 
IN  TEMPERANCE  LEGISLATION. 


Premier  Murray  Reviews  the  Principles  Which  Have 

Guided  the  Government  in  Placing  This 

Province  in  the  Forefront. 


T  N  the  H..US,.  of  .\..M.,Mblv,  oM  Apnl  .'tnl.  |.K.7.  Mr.  C    F    Cooper,  Member 

-^      for  Queen..   M.ove.l  the  follou,,,^..   resolutio..  „,   n,r.erci,nent  to  the   resf- 

;"""     '■',    ;^.   '■■    "       \"">tr„Mw.     M he,     f,„    Y,Hn.„uth,     in   favour     of 

Provii.oinl    I'rohihitiori: 

'Thnl  Where...,,  „,  twelve  eountie>  of  the  Province  of  Nov.. 
.  >ot,H  the  eleetor.s  have  by  popuh.,  vote  brought  the  Canada  Temper- 
Aet  into  force;  ' 

".\n(l  Whereas.  ,„  the  lenianimv  mx  .ounlies  ,,f  the  Province  in 
iSova  Scotia  the  Liijuor  I.icen.^'  Act  i.s  in  force; 

■•.\n.l  Whereas,  „n.ler  this  U>;islation  evil./have  ari.sei,  from  tlie 
fa.t  that  liquor  is  heniK  i,„poMe,|  from  other  .ounties  and  |.ro- 
viiices  into  countie.s  ,„  «l,ich  the  Cana.bi  Temperance  Act  is  m 
force,  and  into  counties  in  winch  no  licenses  are  issued; 

••Therefore  Resolved  that  this  House  in  so  far  as  it  is  within  iU 
powers  should  enact  such  legi.slation  as  will  prohibit  the  .sendine 
of  li.iuor  into  countie.s  in  which  the  Canada  Tem,.erance  Act  is  in 
force,  and  into  counties  in  which  ,i(>  licenses  are  issue<l. 

■•And  further  I{esolved  that  this  House  do  place  on  reconl  its  de- 
sire that  the  Parliament  of  Canada  should  enact  such  amendments 
to  the  Canada  Temperance  Aef  as  will  prohibit  the  importation  of 
liquor  into  counties  in  which  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  is  in 
force. 

•AiKJ  also  further  Re.-olved  that  this  Hou.se  declare  its  adherence 
to  the  principle  of  the  enforcement  of  such  legi.slation  bv  the  town 
am!  municipal  authorities." 

THE  VIEWS  OF  THE  PREMIER. 

In  supporting  Mr.  C.ioper'.s  amendment  Hon.  George  H.  Murrav  gave  a 
comprehensive  and  thoughtful  exposition  of  the  conditions  exi.«;ting"in  Xova 
Scotia  with  respect  to  Temperance,  and  the  princiiiles  adopted  by  this  gov- 
ernment in  propo.sing  legislation  for  the  suppression  of  the  evil.s  of  intem- 
perance. Mr.  Murray  promised  such  fimeii.lrnents  to  the  Liquor  License 
Act  as  would  commend  themselves  to  the  reasonable  judgment  of.  and  would 
be  H.«  drastic  as  would  be  apiiroved  by.  tlie  conscientious  practical  temper- 
ance  men  of  Nova  Scfia.  This  pr,,M,ise  was  afterwards  implemented  bv  the 
introduction  and  jiassing.  as  a  Government  measure,  of  stringent  enact- 
ments which  are  recognized  by  the  leaders  of  Temi.erance  .sentiment  in 
Xova  Scotia  as  a  marked  and  decide.l  advance  on  any  previous  legislation. 
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MU.  MURRAY  naid  that  he  reianled  it  a«  hi«  duty  to  make  a  few  re- 
iimrkM  upon  thiH  im|>urtant  nubject  before  the  debate  cloned.  There  ware 
^•inie  phuHfH  of  thin  public  question  which  he  deHired  the  memberi  of  thia 
Legiitlalure.  and  the  people  of  thin  I'rovince  to  underaUnd.  There  ha<l  been 
a  great  deal  of  miHHpr>ri>h<-iiHion  and  confuiiion  on  many  point*,  and  it  waa 
hi>'  hope  that  a  frank  <liHcuMiiioii  of  the  teHolution  intriMluced  by  the  honour- 
able nienilier  for  Yarmouth  woulil  have  the  effect  of  giving  every  person 
interested  a  clearer  Hnd  better  understanding  of  the  real  issues  involred. 
It  was  scarcely  necesHary  to  say  that  he  regarded  the  subject  matter  a«  being 
of  the  highest  importance  He  ha<l  had  a  measure  of  responsibility  in  con- 
nection with  provincial  affairs  for  a  number  of  years  and  he  had  always 
regarded  it  an  Ins  duty  when  he  appeale<l  to  the  people  of  the  Province  for 
their  confi<lenoe  mid  support  to  deal  frankly  and  comprehensively  with  the 
various  provincial  questions  upon   which  he  sought  support. 

Immediately  previou-*  to  the  last  Provincial  election  the  Government, 
recognizing  the  importance  of  the  temperance  issue,  thought  it  be  their  duty 
to  place  thoir  position  clearly  liefore  the  electors  by  a  statement  which 
would  not  permit  of  pny  misunder.stan<ling.  This  was  done  at  a  lime  when 
an  opportunity  was  nforded  to  have  all  that  was  involved  thoroughly  dis- 
cuHsed  by  the  people,  and  tlicy  could  judge  whether  or  not  the  position 
taken  by  the  (Jovernment  was  worthy  of  their  confidence  and  support.  In 
taking  the  course  he  did.  he  apprehended  that  whatever  might  be  said  as  to 
the  wiKdom  of  the  policy  announced,  the  course  he  pursued  must  commend 
itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  people. 

THE  POLICY  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

Now  what  was  the  position  taken  by  the  Government?  .As  he  had 
nlrendy  stated,  the  temperance  i|uestioti  was  a  very  important  one.  It  had 
n  .-troiig  place  in  the  public  mind,  and  having  dealt  with  it  at  the  session 
immedintfly  before  dissolution,  he  regarded  it  as  a  que.stion  upon  which 
the  p.ople  would  like  the  government  to  speak  with  no  uncertain  sound.  In 
their  declaration  of  policy  the  Government  sTate<l  that  they  fully  recognized 
the  evil  effects  of  intem()erance  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors.  They 
presented  to  the  people  the  two  method.^  for  the  suppression  of  this  traffic- 
Provincial  Proiiibition,  which  .s  arbitrarily  a|>plied  to  all  parts  of  the  Pro- 
vince irrespective  of  Icral  public  opinion,  and  local  option  which  prohibits 
the  trade  only  where  local  public  opinion  deiuand.s  such  prohibition.  They 
stated  that  the  prictical  question  to  bo  dealt  with  at  present  was  to 
devise  legislation  which  would  assist  in  niukiiig  the  exi.sting  laws  more  effect- 
ive. We  distinctly  stct.'d  that  the  reiiue.st  which  had  been  made  for  Pro- 
vincial Prohibition  means  and  can  only  mean  prohibition  in  the  City  of 
Halifax,  and  in  respect  to  the  City  of  Halifax  they  believed  that  a  prohibit- 
I  .  law  would  be  iiiiprartiiable  and  would  l^ad  to  results  far  less  beneficial 
t..  temperance  and  morality  than  the  proper  and  efficient  .Miforcement  of  the 
present  legislation  applicable  to  that  city.  They  further  took  the  ground 
that  it  «as  ini|.racticable  to  further  ipteriere  with  the  right  of  self-govern 
mei,!  oiijoyeU  by  the  city  to  enforce  upon  it  legislation  which  had  been 
voluntarily  adopted  in  the  rein, lining  parts  of  the  Province,  and  which  could 
W  obt.Tiiied  1-1  HalifMx  .-.1  lu.y  lime  wIlmi  two-fifths  of  the  ratepayers  are  suffi- 
ciently favorable  to  it.s  adoption  to  refrain  from  signing  petitions  t-,r  licenses 
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Ah  I.,  had  «lre«.|.v  .tnleH.  th,.  wa«  Ih.  p„«,t...n  Ukeu  by  th^  (iov«rnu.ent 
.m,ned..t*I>  previouM  t.,  the  «pp..„l  ,.,  the  ,«,„p|..  Re..,.g,.ix„.g  „,«  ,„.p„rt. 
-n,.,  o(  th.H  great  Uhu.  ,1.  y  did  not  Unitate  to  fairly,  frankly  a„„  ..ompre- 
h..nM,vely  outline  the.r  policy  so  that  there  could  he  no  po.HihIe  .n.nund.r- 
H  anding  on  th>«  que.t.on  It  *««  «  pc.t.on  which  could  be  clearly  under 
«tood  by  every  intelligent  voter  in  every  con.tituo..oy  „.  the   Province,  from 

arernmint'"  '  "'"■  """"''     ""'"'"  *"  ""  ""'""^"""-  '"  "-  P-"""  of  the 

The  honourable  leH<ler  of  the  opposition,  in  the  course  of  the  di8cu>ti<ion 
intimated  that  the  Government  dirl  not  purHue  a  manly  or  a  courageous 
courite  on  thin  question.  He  (Mr  M.»  desired  to  submit  to  the  Legislature 
and  through  the  members  of  the  Legislature  to  the  people  of  the  Province 
whether  it  was  not  a  manly  and  courageous  course  to  make  the  clear  and 
speciHc  declaration  to  which  he  had  referred  But  they  went  further  and  pre- 
sented an  argument  full  and  complete  upon  the  question,  so  full  and  complete 
that  it  could  be  fully  comprehended  by  the  average  voter,  and  to  do  this  a.  a 
time  when  we  were  submitting  our  record  to  the  judgment  of  the  people. 

THE   POLICY  OF  THE  OPPOSITION. 

Now.  he  desired  for  h  moinent  to  contrast  the  position  taken  by  the 
Government  with  the  course  pursued  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr  Tanner) 
The  Conserviitive  Party  of  the  Province,  in  December,  1905.  met  in  conveii- 
tion  in  the  ("ity  of  Halifax  and  there  agreed  upon  a  policy  upon  this  and 
other  questions  to  submit  to  the  people.  Their  policy  in  respect  to  prohibi- 
tion was  n»  follows : 

"We  pledge  ourselves  that  if  returned  to  power,  in  one  year  there- 
after, to  cause  a  vote  of  the  electors  of  the  Province  on  the  question 
of  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  within  the  province,  and  if  a  majori- 
ty  01  the  votes  cast  upon  such  .piestion  be  in  favor  of  prohibition  we 
further  pledge  ourselves  to  enact  a  prohibitory  law  at  the  next  .session 
of  the  Legislature  after  such  vote  is  taken." 

This  wa.s  the  position  of  his  hoiiournble  friend  and  this  was  tl\e  position 
of  the  Conservative  pjTty  of  this  Province  in  December,  1905,  and  was  the 
position  which  the  party  occu|)ied  ns  a  |>arty  during  the  provincial  elections 
m  June,  1906.  The  C'onservative  Party  had  never  repealed  that  resolution. 
It  still  continues  to  be  the  policy  of  the  ConHervative  party  ot  this  Province 
The  honourable  ^.-entleman  might  say  that  he  represents  the  Conservative 
party,  and  that  the  temperance  portion  of  the  platform  does  not  represent 
his  views,  but  he  did  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  a  positi.m 
to  arrogate  to  himself  to  lead  the  Conservative  Party  on  this  question  when 
he  had  not  behind  him  the  support  of  one  single  constituency  in  the  Pro- 
vince. 

He  had  clearly  stated  the  position  of  both  parties  before  this  Legislature 
and  before  the  country.  He  was  making  thi.-  statement  in  order  to  show 
that  if  any  unsatisfactory  condition  exists  in  respect  to  temperance  legisla- 
tion in  this  Province  to-day  no  responsibility  for  tliat  position  rested  upon 
the  Government  except  in  so  far  as  they  failed  to  carry  out  their  declared 
temperance  policy  immediately  preceding  a  renewal  of  public  confidence 
On  that  occasion  they  pledged  their  adherence  to  and  belief  in  local  option 
and  upon  that  statement  tliey  were  overwhelmingly  sustained  by  liie  people 
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INCONSISTENCY  OF   MR.   TANNER. 

»<•(.. r.'  (IffilinK  with  thi-  general  i»»ut*.  hn  (Mr  Miirrny)  <lei»ired  Ui  point 
out  thf  iK-riiliar  ixixitioM  iiMNuntrd  by  tlu>  Ifsilt-r  of  the  oppnuition  in  nmving 
hi»  ninenilment  to  thf  amcnilnient  A  few  dayn  ago,  even  a  lew  Uinitt  ago 
the  honiiuriihle  niernU'r  fur  l»ji-tou  pleilged  liiinHelf  irrevocably  to  what  he 
nilU  I'rnvjnojRl  Prohibitinii  Tlicy  hnc!  Iwfore  thorn  the  hiiitory  oi  pnihibi- 
tiiiii  in  the  TTnit«<l  Stulen  anil  ample  testimony  had  been  given  to  the  Ix'gia- 
Intiire  that  ohangeH  0/  front  on  thin  iniportnnt  ({ueitlion  were  very  frei|uently 
made,  the  fad  being  that  nonie  stateH  whioh  had  adopted  prohibition  had 
rerxaled  the  hiw  with'n  two  yenrn  after  itn  i.imrtiiienl  Hut  he  thought  his 
honourable  frii  iid  hail  the  honour  of  Ix-ing  prohnhly  the  tirnt  ninn  on  the 
American  continent  >•  ho  hnd  not  faith  in  Provincial  Prohibition  for  nn  long 
lit.  twenty-four  hours  While  his  honoiirnble  frienil  started  on  the  discussion 
of  Provincial  Prohibition  very  heroically  this  discnusion.  although  not  con- 
cluded, had  the  effect  of  ofiening  his  eyes.  an<l  as  a  coi, sequence  of  his  en- 
lightenment, within  twenty-four  hours  after  his  declaration  of  faith  in  Pro- 
vincial Prohibition,  he  moved  an  amendment  reijuesting  the  Dominion 
Ciovernment  to  supplement  the  prohibitory  measure  that  he  hail  at  first  pro- 
posed this  Legislature  should  enact,  and  he  now  asks  that  the  Kederal  (;i>vein- 
nient  intervene  by  piohibiting  the  mnniifactiire  nnil  iniportiitioii  of  liipiur  in 
Nova  Hcotia  He  was  not  coiitftit  to  -.tand  by  his  declaration  of  faith  in 
Provincial  Pr<ihibition  because  he  now  takes  the  position  that  PrMvincial 
I'rohihitioii  coiilit  not  be  made  effective  unless  the  Federal  aiithoritii's  were 
appealed  to  He  male  mention  of  the  changed  position  of  the  honoiirablo 
gentleman  at  this  sta^e  in  order  that  the  memliers  might  Im'  impressed  with 
•.he  agility  with  wliie.i  n  Provincial  Prohibitionist  could  make  a  chanci-  of 
front  when  he  was  fa'-i-d  with  the  logical  outcome  of  his  position. 

NOVA  SCOTIA  IN  THE  FOREFRONT. 

From  the  responsibility  |)laced  upon  him  in  coniieotion  with  Provincial 
affairs  he  (Mr.  Murray)  considereil  it  his  bouiiden  duty  to  be  continually 
watchful  of  the  position  which  this  Province  occupied  in  respect  to  the 
great  question  of  temperance.  In  looking  over  U'liiiwrance  legi.slation  in  all 
parts  of  Canada  it  was  his  opinion  that  Nova  Scotia  stands  in  the  forefront. 
We  not  only  stand  in  the  forefront  in  ies|>ect  to  aclvanced  temperance  legis- 
lation, but  he  believed  we  stand  in  the  forefront  as  a  sober  people.  There 
was  MO  other  Province  in  Camicla  wliicli  had  the  advanced  and  progressive 
temperance  legislation  that  this  Province  liad  We  had  forty  years  of  Pro- 
vincial Government  since  Confederation,  and  if  you  examine  the  legislation 
of  the  various  piovimes  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacitic  British  Columbia, 
Man  toba,  Ontario,  Quebec,  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Kdward  Island,  not 
to  sp.ak  of  the  newer  Provinces,  you  would  find  that  this  Province  was  the 
only  me  that  did  not  directly  or  indirectly  recognize  the  liquor  trade.  Let 
me  make  myself  clear  as  to  what  I  mean  by  this  statemeni.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Nova  Scotia  had  never  directly  or  indirectly  recognized  the  liquor 
trade  fior  do  they  in  any  way  depend  uf-on  this  trade  to  supplement  their 
revenue.  That  wa.-;  a  proud  position  for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  to 
boast  of.  They  had  itfl  this  question  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
The  people  of  Nova  Scotia  have  full  power  to  suppress  the  traffic  either  by 
the  adoption  of  the  Scott  Act  by  a  majority  vote  or  by  the  refusal  on  the 
part  of  two-fifths  of  the   ratepayers  to  petition   for  the  granting  of  licenses 
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Tlii<  1^  the  »tr<iii|{c*l  |.iik||i<iii  mi  iIih  lfiii|ii'ii>iii'i>  i|ii('>li  >ii  Jt-o-iiiiifil  li\  n\i\ 
•  if  lilt'  l'riiviiK-><^  III  lilt'  DiiiiiliilDii.  iiniltlliig  lor  tin'  |>lt'~>'iil  n  roii/^iiiciNtiuii 
of  tlitt  |iroliibitory  If-jinUtloii  ill  I'l  iiii-f  Kilwunl  IxIhiiiI  ,  but  rvni  tlir  littli; 
l'roviiic»'  o(  Prinrti  hUtwnril  Ulmnl.  wlm-li  Im-'  iii|..|i'c'l  (.rniiiliitioii,  diwi  not 
hfHitHtp  to  oiiiiplciiit'nt  itH  rnvfiiiie  liy  mi  cxtrti  tax  on  t'oonin n  ml  triivplttT!' 
wild  coiiif  into  the  I'mvinof  to  i*<<ll  lti|iioi,  xo  tlmt  hII  the  I'roviiifcK  <txo*|it 
Novii  iScotiH  I'llhcr  ilireolly  or  imliriTtly  rHfogiiijii'  hikI  protit  by  tlic  liiniir 
triimc 

COMPARISON   WITH   OTHER    PROVINCES. 

\ow  III'  (Mr  Miirriiyi  (mil  iiiMilt'  tin'  gfiifrHl  ntiiti'inpiit  tbiif  the  Provincp 
lit  NovH  Ijrolm  iii'i-u|>ii'il  n  iiiiipli  iiiorp  lulvmn'i'il  iionition  in  h—ii-mi  to  ti'iii- 
iH'iaiiii'  Ii'KI"1hIioii  IIiiiii  any  o(  the  othi'i  I'rovinct'n  in  CiuiihIh  If  lie  wi'iit 
to  tlir   I'rovini'f  of  (hitiirio,  foi   mitiiiu'i',  lif  woul<|  tiii<l  ilii-re  ii  lici'iiwe  »y:.tein 

uiuici    till'  < tiol   of  till'  (lovfrniiii'iit  of  llii'   I'roviiiri-.   .ui'l   Ibf  »iiiin'  ih   Iriit' 

of  (jiii'tH'C.  Miiiiilobii,  Nt'H  liriiiisHii'k  iiiul  llntinh  ColmnbiH  TliiTe  whh  u 
.-troll).'  teiii|»'iiiiu'f  .■x'litiiiiHiil  in  tlo'  I'luviiuc  of  ((iitHrin  If  ..im  llie  trinut- 
«'rt  Pioviiiri'  in  tile  (  onfciliriitioii.  hikI  the  i|iit-riti"M  of  |iroliibitiiiii  ba<l 
bt't'ii  rliHCiinrifd  thi'ii'  for  inori'  tliiiii  ii  nimrtfr  of  a  ci'iitiiiy,  but  iiotwilh- 
xtaiiilinir  tin-  fact  tlmt  lluTf  wa«  ii  vi-ry  >-tion(;  lt'iii|M'i  anci'  party  in  tin'  I'ro- 
viiii'c  of  Ontario,  and  imtwitlmtuiKling  the  fad  that  tlit-  tt'iiipcrancf  iiiove- 
int'iit  there  had  t-njovi'd  for  iiiaiiy  yearn  the  leailership  of  many  of  the 
brii/litoHt  and  most  lapable  men.  the  condition  of  affuitH  iii  that  i'rovint'e 
wan  ntill  that  the  (iovernineiit  not  only  directly  lioenned  the  liquor  trade, 
but  they  leoi'ived  n  very  large  revenue  (loiii  it  a  revenue  la»t  year  of  nearly 
$80(1.1100.  In  the  I'rovince  of  Nova  Scotia  the  (jovernment  doe.'*  not  receive 
.•lie  dollar.  N'ow,  wh.lt  elHe  wa.^  there  to  he  .said  in  I'onnectjoii  with  tern 
perance   legislation   in  Ontario 

The  leader  of  the  Coiwervative  party  of  the  Province -and  he  regarded 
Mr.  Whitney  bh  one  of  the  beHt  and  most  capable  leaders  of  the  provincial 
governmentu  in  Cana<la,  and  was  .i  man  for  whom  he  lial  a  great  respect, 
becauHC  he  looked  iip'in  him  ax  an  hoiicHt  and  capable  admiiiintrator-  tttated 
that  the  struggle  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  to-day  l>etween  the  advanced 
and  the  moderate  temperance  men  was  over  the  fact  th(  '  the  people  could 
not  Hecure  local  option  unless  they  could  carry  it  by  a  three-fifths  vote. 
This  meant  that  the  people  in  any  county  in  Ontario  to-day  were  unable  to 
prevent  the  granting  of  liquor  licenses  unless  a  three-fifths  majority  of  the 
electors  declared  otlierwise.  It  was  true  that  the  leader  of  the  Liberal  party 
in  the  Province  took  the  grout. d  that  a  majority  vote  should  be  sufficient  to 
take  away  the  right  to  grant  licer.ses.  Now.  contrast  this  for  a  moment  with 
the  position  in  this  Province.  In  i^ova  Scotia  to-day  it  requires  a  three- 
fifth.-i  vote  of  the  ratepayers  in  Halifax,  and  two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers  in 
the  rest  of  the  Province  as  a  condition  of  obtaining  a  license;  whereas,  in 
the  Province  of  Ontario  it  requires  a  three-fifths  vote  to  take  the  right  away. 
T''is  will  give  honourable  members  an  idea  of  how  far  in  advance  of  the 
other  Provinces  Nova  Scotia  is  in  respect  to  reeirlcting  the  trade  in  intoxi- 
cating li(iuors. 

There  was  aother  striking  difference  in  favour  of  this  Province.  In  the 
Provinces  of  Ontario  and  New  Brunswick  one-half  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
the  grii.iting  of  licenses  went  to  the  government.  In  Quebec,  Manitoba  and 
British   Columbia   all   fees   and   fines   were   paid   to   the   government      In   the 
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the  bottle,  and  that  r^'ht  wan  not  permitted  in  Nova  Scotia.     In  thi«  Pro- 

7JZ^,ITT'  "'  "  '■"""  "'""  "'"  '""'''  •"""  "  *»>«  "—  <l-d  or 

nd  B     i  h'rr"T"M  "*  ""  ""      '"  ""  ''^"^'"^''^  °'  •^"•"""-  Manitoba, 
and  Br,t,,sh  Columbia  the  per.son  holding  the  licence  wa«  permitted  to  move 

o  new   prennses  and   hold  the   hcense.     If  „  l.oennee  went  out  of  busineBl 
...    .cen.e  would  be  g.anted  to  a  new  tenant  named  by  the  landlord      And 
.^et   these    Hrov.nces.   Ontario.    Manitoba   ,.nd      British   Columbia,     were   all 
under  the  gu.d.ng  hand  of  the   ConHervat.ve   Party-the   one  in  which   hi« 
ho,.ourable  fr.ei.,1   (Mr.   Tan.ier;   had  .so  much  confidence. 
A  STILL  MORE  STRIKING  CONTRAST. 
But    I  de..re  to  j-  farther  in  presenting  a  contrast  between  the  temper- 
ance leg,slat,on  of  th...  province     and  the  other  prov.nccB  of     Canada.     By 

r  iTkI  .".  r "'"''"  ''■°""  "''"°^ ''"'"''  ■^^■»' '» -« p-vidcj  that  i; 

.houl,.  be  the  duty  of  the  ch.ef  inspector  or  one  of  the  other  inspectors  of 
every  d.str.ct  to  v.s.t  and  inspect  every  licensed  place  at  least  once  in  every 
three  months,  and  to  report  forthwith  to  the  council,  the  mayor,  or  warden 
ns  the  case  nnght  be,  every  infraction  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  every 
.nspector  was  require.)  at  once  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
to  prosecute  any  person  offending  and  to  permit  no  unnecessary  del  -  to 
intervene  between  his  obtaining  the  .nformation  and  the  prosecution  if  he 
was  not.hed  of  an  infraction  of  the  law  by  any  ratepayer  U  would  be  his 
duty  „,  once  to  p.osecute.  This  stringent  provision  of  the  law  was  apphc- 
able  only  to  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia, 

Another  important  feature  of  the  law  in  Nova  Scotia  was  that  this 
Province  an  informatiun  could  be  laid  at  any  time  within  six  months  of  the 
.•ommission  of  the  offence;  whereas  in  Ontario  and  Manitoba  the  information 
nmst  be  laid  within  thirty  days,  and  in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  it 
must  be  laid  within  nintey  days.  Brunswick  it 

Here      again      was      «      clause      in      the      Nova      Scotia      Act      that 
could      not      be      found      in    the      law      of    any      other      countrv      in    the 
world      Lnder  Section     171.  wherever  it   was     .shown  that  in     .nv  hotel  or 
other  place  where  liquor  was  sold  legally  or  illegally,  any  person  had  drunk 
to  excess   I,<,uor  there  furnished   him,  and   while  in  a  state  of   mtoxication 
s  the  result  of  such  .Linking  came  to  his  death,  the  keeper  of  such  hotel 
.  .....se.  or  place,  or  any  ..ther  pers.,n  in  his  employ  cncerned  in  the  delivery 

of  the  li.,„or.  were  mmie  jointly  and  severally  Hahl..  to  an  action  for  .lam- 
ages  at  the  suit  of  the  representatives  of  the  .lecease.l  person.  But  this  wa< 
not  the  only  important  difference  in  our  legish.tion  as  compare.!  with  the 
legislati.m  of  other  Provinres 

NO  APPEAL  IN  NOVA  SCOTIA. 
There  was  an-.ther  clause  which  must  strike  honourable  members  of  the 
H.nise  as  heing  uni<,ue.     By  Section  182  ,t   was  enacted  that  no  writ  of  cer- 

Z"?JI:  ".'.''  "'"'.'  '"  T"""  "  ^""^'''^*'''"  i"  «">■  (-a-se  instituted  under  the 
Ac  ,  unless  the  party  .applying  therefor  made  affidavit  that  he  did  not  by  him- 
M.11  or  Ins  agent  or  his  clerk,  with  his  knowledge  .,r  con.sent,  .sell  liquor  contrary 
to  the  law  or  commit  the  offence  as  charpe.I  in  the  informati.m  This  pro- 
vision was  to  iH.  foun.i  only  in  the  laws  of  this  province.  It  was  a  serious 
mat  er  to  restnn,  ,he  rieht  of  .pprnl  h;;i  the  I.egi.iaiuro  of  Nova  S.otia  .i,d 
n..l  liesitate  to  make  this  striking  ,.rovisi.,n  that  no  appeal  should  be  gr.,nt<^d 
to  a  man  in  the  liquoi   tia.je  except  un.ier  the  c.m<iiti.ins  I  have  mentioned. 
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ThiB  Viae,  a  provision  so  drastic  in  its  character  that  it  led  to  the  conviction 
of  hundreds  who  otherwise  might  have  escaped  upon  technical  or  legal  olv 
jections. 

There  was  still  another  provision  which  was  to  be  found  only  in  the  laws 
of  this  province,  and  it  was  that  no  mail  carrier  was  permitted  to  carry  pack- 
ages of  liquor.  Another  clause  to  be  found  only  in  the  laws  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick  made  it  unlawful  to  sell  liquor  into  counties  where  no 
licenses  were  granted.  Another  provision  that  was  to  be  found  only  in  the 
bws  of  these  two  provinces  prohibited  the  sending  of  liquor  C.  O.  D.  by  any 
express  company  or  common  carrier.  He  was  making  this  contrast  to  show 
the  members  of  Legislature  and  public  generally  that  so  far  as  temperance 
legislation  was  concerned  this  legislature  had  done  its  duty  and  had  kept 
our  legislation  in  advance  o'  any  of  the  other  provinces  in  Canada  with  the 
possible  exception  of  Prini  dward  Island.  This  was  not  only  the  case  to- 
day, but  it  had  been  the  case  for  many  years.  There  never  was  a  time  when 
the  friends  of  temperance  could  not  point  to  our  province  as  being  in  the 
vanguard  in  respect  to  drastic  and  progressive  temperance  legislation. 

THE  PROHIBITION  MOVEMENT. 

Recently  there  seemed  to  be  a  desire  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  advanced 
temperance  men  in  this  Province  to  press  for  the  enactment  of  Provincifil 
Prohibitory  legislation.  He  had  his  own  personal  views  on  that  question  and 
they  were  fairly  strong  views,  and  he  was  strengthened  in  his  position  when 
he  recognized  that  in  this  great  Canada  of  ours  no  public  man  upon  whom 
responsibilitv  rested,  either  in  connection  with  Provincial  or  Federal  Admin- 
istration, or  no  leader  in  either  of  the  existing  political  parties  had  ever  de- 
clared for  the  policy  of  Federal  or  Provincial  Prohibition  except  in  one  or 
two  instances;  and  in  one  of  these  oases  when  power  was  obtained  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  prohibitory  campaign  it  was  frankly  confessed  that  the  views  ex- 
pressed while  in  opposition  were  not  such  as  were  practicable. 

When  one  reads  history  and  has  a  knowledge  of  the  number  of  able  and 
brilliant  men  identified  with  public  affairs  in  thi.s  country,  and  when  one 
couples  with  this  the  fact  that  a  very  strong  temperance  sentiment  prevails 
from  one  end  of  Canada  to  the  other,  it  is  rather  a  remarkable  statement  that 
none  of  these  public  men  ever  assumed  the  responsibility  of  the  enactment 
and  enforcement  of  prohibitory  legislation.  Perhaps  the  best  reason  to  be 
given  why  this  was  so  lay  in  the  fact  that  moderate  and  reasonable  tem- 
perance men  realize  that  the  temperance  legislation  on  the  statute  books  to- 
day regulating  and  controlling  the  li(iuor  traffic  was  perhaps  fully  up  to.  if  not 
in  advance,  of  what  public  opinion  demands.  This  being  the  ca.se,  it  was 
perhaps  not  surprising  that  here  in  Nova  Scotia,  with  our  important  com- 
mercial and  industrial  centres,  the  Government  should  hesitate  to  deliberr.te- 
ly  adopt  a  policy  which  lind  not  the  support  of  one  man,  either  Conservative 
or  Liberal,  who  ever  occupied  a  position  of  leadership  in  either  party. 
FEDERAL  PROHIBITION. 

Now,  he  would  like  to  ask  the  question,  what  is  meant  by  Provincial 
Prohibition?  He  could  undn.-itand,  completely  understand,  a  sincere  tem- 
perance man  being  an  advocate  Federal  Prohibition  and  he  could  see  clearly 
why  every  honest  and  sincere  temperance  man  looked  forward  to  Federal 
F'rohibition  as  the  ideal  condition  which  they  hoped  to  obtain  some  day.  !Si 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  speaking  as  a  citizen,  if  he  had  to  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Federal  Prohibition  he  would  regard  it  as  his  duty  to  vote  for  it  and 
thus  effectively  control  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating 
hquoic.  1  eiUmi  PiuiiibiUon  wuuici  W  an  ideal  coiuiiiioii  from  a  temperance 
standpoint.  Federal  Proliibition  strikes  at  the  root  of  tlie  entire  traffic  be- 
cause  it   prevents   its   niainifacture.   its   importation   iind   its   side,      ft    makes 
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everythuiK  .les.red  by  the  advanced  temperance  man  possible;  it  is  the  only 
effective  remedy  which  can  bring  about  an  ideal  condition.  But  we  are  no' 
discussing  Federal  Prohibition  in  this  legislature  to-day;  we  are  .liscuasinR 
an  entirely  different  legislative  enactment;  we  are  discussing  what  is  meant 
by  Provincial  Prohibition.  Now,  what  does  Provincial  Prohibition  mean? 
Let  us  be  frank  about  this  matter.  He  did  not  see  why  we  should  not  be 
as  frank  about  this  temperance  problem  as  we  would  be  about  other  problems. 

PROVINCIAL  PROHIBITION  A  DECEPTION. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  desire  to  say  that  there  can  be  no  such  condition  of  affairs 
a.-,  Provinoinl  Prohibition.  It  was  u  misnomer;  it  was  lieceptive,  and  he 
was  sorry  to  say  that  he  was  afraid  the  use  of  the  word  "prohibition"  per- 
mitted many  worthy  citizens  who  did  not  understand  the  situation  to  be 
imposed  upon.  Under  Provincial  Prohibition  liquor  of  all  kinds  could  be 
imported  as  freely  into  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  as  it  can  be  to-day.  There 
was  no  restriction  whatever  upon  tne  importution  of  all  kinds  of  liquors  from 
every  part  of  the  world.  There  was  no  restriction  upon  breweries;  there  was 
no  restriction  upon  the  manufacture  of  liquors  in  any  shape  or  form. 
Liquors  could  be  imported  and  manufactured  by  distilleries  and  breweries 
just  as  if  no  prohibition  law  had  been  passed.  It  would  not  be  as  good 
legislation  so  far  as  the  promotion  of  Temperance  was  concerned— and  this 
was  his  conscientious  judgment— as  the  Scott  Act;  it  was  not  as  good  tem- 
perance legislation  as  the  Nova  Scotia  License  Act,  and  he  said  this  for  the 
reason  that  it  had  not  behind  it  the  force  of  public  opinion  as  the  Scott  Act 
and  the  Nova  Scotia  Liquor  License  Act  must  necessarily  have  . 

Let  me  give  a  concrete  case  so  that  this  House  and  the  public  can  thoi- 
oughly  understand  the  situation.  Under  Provincial  Prohibition  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  any  citizen  of  any  county  in  Nova  Scotia  from  ordering 
all  the  liquor  he  requires  for  his  own  une  and  all  that  he  requires  for  the  use 
''  'is  neighbors.  Of  course,  he  is  restricted  as  to  the  sale,  but  not  as  to  the 
importation.  His  good  temperance  friends  tell  him  that  conditions  exist  in 
various  parts  of  the  province  by  which  people  living  in  Scott  Act  counties 
and  counties  in  which  no  licenses  are  granted  import  liquor  from  Halifax. 
Exactly  the  same  conditions  would  exist  under  provincial  prohibition.  Ther- 
is  only  the  difference  of  addres.sing  a  letter  to  St.  John,  Quebec,  Montreal,  or 
even  Charlottetown,  in  a  Province  in  whicii  Provincial  Prohibition  exists.  There 
is  nothing  to  prevent  Charlottetown  from  becoming  a  great  exporter  of 
liquors  anc*  iie  citizen  of  any  part  of  Nova  Scotia  gets  hib  liquor  just  as  freely 
as  lie  ever  got  it  except  that  Provincial  Prohibition  might  possibly  prevent  him 
from  getting  it  from  one  particular  part  of  the  world,  that  is,  the  city  of 
Halifax.  All  the  world  is  open  to  him  to  buy  from  just  as  freely  as  it  ever  was 
beforel'rovincial  Prohibition  ever  exi.-^ted,  so  he  took  the  point  and  he  wished 
it  to  be  clearly  undei>tood  by  everybody  that  Provincial  Prohibition  in  no 
wise  affected  the  right  or  the  liberty  of  any  citizen  in  Nova  Scotia  to  purchase 
all  the  liquor  he  required,  bring  it  to  his  home,  give  it  to  his  neighbors, 
provided  he  did  not  buy  that  liquor  in  the  city  of  Halifax.  Was  this  what 
we  were  struKt-'ling  for'  Did  it  make  any  difference  whether  the  liquor  whicii 
went  into  any  of  the  prohibitory  counties  came  from  Halifax,  St  John 
Quebec.  Montreal,  or  elsewhere?  If  it  did  not  stop  the  evils  complained  of— 
and  it  certainly  did  not— Provincial  Prohibition  was  not  the  remedy.  .\s 
every  person  knew,  there  was  no  whiskey  manufactured  in  Halifax,  no  liquors 
were  distilled  there.  Halifax  was  merely  a  distributing  point.  It  was  manu- 
factured in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  when  there  was  no  restriction  as  to 
importation  how  could  the  evils  be  cured  by  restricting  the  sale  at  one  par- 
ticular pointp 
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Suppose  the  city  ol  Halifax  were  wholly  wiped  off  the  map,  liquor  would 
flow  as  freely  in  the  Province  under  Provincial  Prohibition  as  it  did  to-day. 
He  would  like  to  know  whether  honourable  gentlemen  understood  that  there 
were  many  counties  in  this  province  in  which  liquor  was  sold  freely,  and  so 
far  as  they  were  concerned  did  not  buy  from  the  city  of  Halifax  at  all.  Sup- 
posing he  were  to  go  to  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton  and  call  his  temperance 
friends  together  and  tell  them  that  at  last  he  had  succeeded  in  having  a  Pro- 
vincial Prohibitory  law  enacted,  that  in  the  future  would  prevent  the  people 
of  the  Island  from  securing  supplies  from  the  city  of  Halifax.  Such  a  policy 
for  the  restriction  of  the  liquor  traffic  would  be  laughed  at.  He  would  be  at 
once  told  tliat  Halifax  had  but  little  to  do  with  the  supplying  of  liquor  to  the 
great  industrial  centres  of  eastern  Nova  Scotia.  The  greatest  proportion  of 
liquor  consumed  in  these  counties  was  directly  imported  from  the  markets  of 
the  world  and  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  city  of  Halifax.  Would 
any  reasonable  man  ask  him  to  propound  a  policy  for  the  suppression  of  the 
liquor  traffic  which  was  absolutely  meaningless  to  the  entire  east  and  many 
western  counties  in  this  Province.  It  would  be  mockery  for  him  to  attempt 
to  deceive  temperance  workers  in  this  Province  by  enacting  legislation  pre- 
venting the  people  of  this  Province  from  buying  from  one  particualr  city 
when  three-fourths  ol  the  constituencies  would  plainly  tell  him  that  their 
liquor  trade  was  carried  on  from  different  quarters  and  tliat  the  legislation 
was  meaningless  to  them.  Many  of  :he  temperance  people  would  promptly 
inform  him  that  prohibitory  legislation  which  rsetricted  one  city  and  left  the 
world  open  to  purchase  supphes  was  not  the  kind  of  legislation  which  could  be 
of  the  slightest  value  in  practical  temperance. 

Now,  he  presented  the  absolute  facts  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
This  issue  was  beginning  to  be  understood  by  the  people.  The  splendid  dis- 
cussion for  the  past  two  days  had  been  a  great  measure  of  enliphtenment  to 
many  sincere  temperance  men  who  were  only  desirous  of  discharging  their 
duty  to  their  country  and  were  only  anxious  to  know  in  what  direction  they 
could  best  serve  the  interests  of  temperance. 

SOME  FACTS  ABOUT  PROHIBITION. 

Has  prohibition  been  a  success?  He  desired  to  ask  the  general  question, 
has  prohibition,  where  adopted,  been  a  success,  and  what  have  been  the 
results  in  comparison  with  prohibition  obtained  by  local  option-'  He  realized 
that  the  friends  of  prohibition  never  took  kindly  to  statistics  in  reference  to 
the  success  of  prohibition  where  it  had  been  adopted.  Hut  as  it  was  a  new 
problem  which  we  were  discussing  in  this  jjiovince  it  was  the  bounden  duty 
of  every  citizen  before  he  committed  himself  to  an  opinion  upon  a  question 
of  so  much  importance  not  to  make  up  his  mind  until  he  obtained  all  the  light 
possible.  Now,  to  some  extent  he  (Mr.  Murray)  had  been  loooking  into  the 
authorities  on  this  question.  He  did  so  because  he  regarded  it  as  his  duty 
to  do  so.  It  mattered  not  to  him  personally  whether  we  had  our 
Ijresent  License  Act,  or  whether  we  had  the  Canada  Temperance  Act, 
or  whether  we  had  Provircial  Prohibition.  He  would  support  any 
measure  that  he  conscientiously  believed  to  be  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  people.  The  only  country  that  has  had  experience  with  pra- 
bibitory  laws  was  the  United  States.  The  history  of  prohibition  in  that 
country  extended  over  a  period  of  fifty  years.  It  was  not  a  new  problem  in 
that  country.  It  could  scarcely  be  said  that  it  was  an  experiment.  Pro- 
hibition at  one  time  or  another  had  been  adoped  by  about  fifteen  States  in 
the  Union.  To-day  prohibition  is  in  force  only  in  Maine,  Kansas,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont  and  North  Dakota,  and  three  of  these  have  a  prohibition 
amendment  to  their  constitution.  Prohibition  was  adopted  and  abandoned 
in  the  following  states:  Delaware,  Rhode  Island,  Massachussetts,  Connecti- 
cut,  Indiana,  Nebraska,  Michigan,   Illinois,  Iowa  and  South  Dakota.     The 
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adoption  and  abandonment  of  prohibition  in  these  advanced  and  populo-u 
centres  is  strong  evidence  of  the  inefficiency  and  impracticability  of  thig  kind 
of  legislation.  He  did  not  contend  that  this  in  itself  was  conclusive,  but 
when  you  add  to  this  the  independent  and  con  '.entious  opinion  of  so  many 
earnest  temperance  men  that  prohibition  has  L  an  a  failure,  and  when  we 
examine  into  the  conditions  existing  in  States  at  present  under  prohibitory 
laws  he  must  confess  that  at  best  no  person  could  contend  that  these  con- 
ditions were  as  good  as  the  conditions  obtaining  under  local  option. 
THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FIFTY. 
In  the  United  States  a  few  years  ago  there  was  appointed  what  was 
known  as  the  Committee  of  Fifty,  for  the  investigat;  "f  the  liquor  prob- 
lem. That  committee  was  organized  in  1893,  a  con..nittee  upon  which 
served  such  men  as  Hon.  Seth  Low,  President  Eliot,  of  Harvard;  Hon. 
Carroll  D.  Wright,  of  Clark  'CoMege;  Prof.  Felix  Adler.  Hon.  C.  J. 
Bounaparte,  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States;  Prof.  Bowditch,  of  Har- 
vard; Prof.  Charle.s  .\.  Briggs,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Dr.  Dike,  Rev.  Fathers  Doyle 
and  Elliot,  of  New  York;  Dr.  Oilman,  of  Baltimore;  Rev.  Washington 
Gladden,  Richard  W.  Gilder,  Rev.  Dr.  Huntington,  of  New  York;  President 
Johnston,  of  Tulane  University;  Pre.sident  James  McAllister,  of  Drexel  In- 
stitute; Rev.  Dr.  Rainsford,  of  New  York;  Jacob  Schiff,  of  New  York; 
William  E.  Dodge,  and  many  others  equally  well  known.  .Vmong  its 
rliest  votes  was  the  following  declaration  of  intention: 

"This  committeee,  made  up  of  persons     representing     different 
'trade.s,   occupations  and  opinions,  is  engaged  in  tlie  study  of  tho 
"liquor  problem,  in  the  hope  of  .securing  a  body  of  facts  which  may 
".<LMve  as  a  basis  for  intelligent  public  and  private  action.    It  is  the 
"purpose  of  the  committee  to  collect  and  collate  imnaitially  all  accessible 
"facts  which  bear  upon  the  problem  and  it  is  their  hope  to  secure  for  the 
"evidence  thus  accumulated  a  measure  of  confidence  on  the  part  of 
"the  community  wliich  i.s  not  accorded  to  personal  statements." 
That  is  what  we  should  have,  not  personal  statements.      The  introduc- 
tion of  the  report  went  on  tD  say; 

"The  Committee  of  Fifty  was  therefore,  not  organized  to  create 
"one  more  agent  in  practical  reform,  but  in  the  belief  that  a  consen- 
"sus  of  competent  opinion,   in  which   physiologist.s   and  economists, 
"men. of  academic  life,  men  of  affairs    and  members  of  the  most  di- 
"verse  religious  communions,  would  unite,  would  provide  a  starting 
"point  for  a  rational  and  trustworthy  method  of  action." 
These  gentlemen  undertook   to  deal  with     the     question  Oi   prohibition 
and   he  (Hon.   Mr.   Murray),   thought  they   had  dealt  with  it   fairly.     You 
ctuld  conclude  from  the  tenor  of  their  report  that  they  were  honestly  striving 
to  reach  the  right  conclusions.    They  said: 

"Prohibitory  legislation  has  succeeded  in  abolishing  and  prevent- 
"ing  the  manufacture  on  a  large  scale  of  distilled  and  malt  liquors  within 
"the  areas  covered  by  it.  In  districts  where  public  sentiment  has 
"been  strongly  in  its  favor  it  has  made  it  hard  to  obtain  intoxicants, 
"tliereby  removing  temptation  from  the  young  and  from  persons  dis- 
"pused  to  alcoholic  excessess.  In  pursuing  its  main  object — which 
"i.s  to  make  the  manufacture  and  sab  of  intoxicants,  first,  irapos- 
"sible  or  secondly,  disreputable  if  possible— it  has  incidentally  pro- 
"moted  the  invention  and  adoption  of  many  useful  restrictions  on 
"the  liquor  traffic. 

"But  prohibitory  legislation  has  failed  to  exclude  intoxcants  com- 
"pletely  even  from  districts  where  public  sentiment  has  been  favor- 
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'able.  In  districtg  where  public  sentiment  has  been  adverse  or 
"strongly  divided,  traffic  in  alcoholic  beverages  has  been  sometimes 
"repressed  or  harrassed,  but  never  exterminated  or  rendered  un- 
"piofltable.  In  Maine  and  Iowa  there  have  always  been  counties 
"and  municipalities  in  complete  and  successful  rebellion  against  the 
"law.  The  in^'dental  difficulties  created  by  the  United  States  re- 
"venue  laws,  the  industrial  and  medicinal  demand  for  alcohol,  and 
the  freedom  of  interstate  commerce  have  never  been  overcome 
"Prohibition  has  of  course,  failed  to  subdue  the  drinking  passion, 
"which  will  forever  prompt  resistance  to  all  restrictive  legislation. 

"There  have  been  concomitant  evils  of  prohibitory  legislation. 
"The  efforts  to  enforce  it  during  forty  years  past  had  some  unlooked 
"for  effects  on  public  respect  (or  courts,  judicial  procedure,  oaths, 
"and  law  in  general,  and  for  officers  of  ths  law,  legislators  and  public 
"servants.  The  public  have  seen  law  defied,  a  whole  generation  of 
"habitual  law  breakers  schooled  in  evasion  and  shamelessness, 
"courts  ineffective  through  fluctuations  of  policy,  delays,  perjuries, 
"negligences,  and  other  miscarriages  of  justice,  officers  of  law 
"double-foced  and  mercenary,  legislators  timid  and  insincere,  candi- 
"dates  for  office  hypocritical  and  truckling,  and  office-holders  un- 
"fiiithful  tn  pledges  and  to  rea.sonable  public  expectation." 
Thi.'i  same  Committee  of  Fifty  dealt  briefly  with  the  other  phase,  local 
option. 

ADVANTAf  LS  OF  LOCAL  OPTION. 
"Experience  with  prohi  itory  legislation  has  brought  into  clear 
"relief  the  fact  that  sumpti  iry  legislation  which  is  not  supported  by 
"local  public  sentiment  i.s  apt  to  prove  impotent  or  worse.  On 
"this  fact  are  ')a.sed  the  niiinerous  kinds  of  liquor  legislation  which 
"may  be  Brou])ed  under  the  name  of  local  option." 
Here  was  an  important  statement  which  appealed  to  him : 

"The  main     advantage  of  local  option  is  that  the  same  public 
"opinion  which  determines  ^the  question  of  license  is  at  the  back  of 
"all  the  local  officials  who  administer  the  system  decided  upon." 
That  was  the  deliberate  opinion  of  probably  one  of  the  greatest  com- 
mittees of  experts  who  ever  attempted  to  deal  with  this  problem  of  temper- 
ance legislation.     We  had  heard  considerbale  about  the  state  ot  affairs  in 
Maine,  but  not  enough.    He  thought  there  were  features  of  the  system  under 
this  Maine  prohibitory  law  of  so  much  importance  that  even  if  it  took  up  a 
littlte  time  to  present  them  our  people  should  thoroughly  understand  them. 
The  Reverend  Wilbur  F.  Berry,  secretary  of  the  Maine  Christian  Civic  Lev 
gue,  writing  in  January,  1898,  said : 

"Drunkenness  is  increasing'  in  the  state  .  The  imprisonments  for 
"drunkenness  in  Cumberland  county  in  1S92  were  212;  the  number 
"steadily  increased  to  088  in  18%.  The  Portli^nd  Press  for  September 
"16th,  1897,  published  a  list  of  twenty-one  drunks  who  were  before  tiie 
"municipal  court  the  day  before,  and  the  average  number  of  iirrests 
"for  drunkenness  per  week  is  about  forty.  But  the  number  arrested 
"lor  drunkenness  in  no  way  indicates  the  number  of  persons  drunk 
"on  the  streets,  for  though  the  law  requires  the  arrest  ot  all  persons 
"persons  seen  intoxicated  on  the  streets,  only  disorderly,  quarrel- 
"some,  drunken  persons  are  arrested  as  a  rule;  and  not  all  arrested 
"are  brought  into  court,  as  not  a  few  are  allowed  to  go  free  from  the 
"!.->fl^--,;p  wh'^r.  =nhrred  Tn  briof  this  is  th^  condition  of  the  liquor 
"traffic  in  Maine." 

The  Keverend  Mr.  Berry  was  a  gentleman  widely  known,  and  whose 
statement  would  carry  great  weight. 
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FLAGRANT  VIOLATION  OF  THE  LAW. 

Now,  in  September,  1896,  we  found  the  Reverend  A.  H.  Wright,  paator  of 
the  Saint  Lawrence  Congregational  church.  Portland,  calling  public  attention 
ti  the  matter  in  a  sermon  preached  before  his  church: 

"The  condition  of  things  here  is  simply  amazing  to  all  honest,  nn- 
"prejudiced,  and  right-minded  citizens.  Liquor  selling  is  a  crime  in 
•'this  state  in  the  eye  of  the  civil  law.  Liquor  sellers  are  criminals; 
•yet  here,  in  our  Christian  city,  governed  by  Christian  men,  we  are 
told  that  not  less  than  300  places  are  open,  and  in  full  operation  for 
"the  sale  of  intoxicants.  The  sheriffs  appointed  by  the  state  to  pro- 
•'tect  the  city  against  this  criminal  and  corrupting  traffic  know  this. 
•'The  officers  of  our  municipality  from  the  chief  magistrate  down 
•'to  the  members  of  the  police  force  know  this.  The  Chris- 
'•tian  citizens  of  the  city  know  this.  Our  professional  men 
"who  have,  or  are  supposed  to  have,  an  interest  in  the  moral  welfare 
••ot  the  city,  know  this.  Our  prominent  and  influential  merchants 
'•have  daily  evidence  that  this  criminal  traffic  is  poing  on;  they  see  it 
I'm  bold  operation  under  their  eyes,  and  they  know  the  law  of  the 
•'state  is.  in  hundreds  of  places,  being  violated  with  seeming  im- 
"punity.  Notwitiistanding  this  general  knowledge,  there  is  no  upris- 
I'lng  of  the  people,  no  combination  of  good  law  loving  citizens 
''agninsfthis  wiiolesale  violation  of  law.  We  have  law  on  the  side  of 
"riphteousries.-i,  teinpernnco  and  moral  welfare— law  against  criminals 
'|who  are  bold  and  defiant  in  tlieir  iniiiuity ;  we  have  able,  intelligent 
'•municipal  officers,  men  of  Iiigh  character,  men  who  in  all  other  im- 
"portant  matters  are  proving  their  wisdom,  public  spirit  and  energy, 
"but  are  showiiifr  theriifielvos  incai)able  and  powerless  to' 
"oreserve  tlie  peace  and  lioiiour  of  tlie  city  before  the  demands  of  this 
"arrogant,  flourishing  and  victorious  liquor  traffic." 

He  could  read  i)age  after  page  of  sucii  testimony  of  men  occupying  the 
highest  po.-^itions  in  the  state.  It  was  needless  to  do  it,  because  the  consen- 
sus ot  oi.inioii  to-<iay  in  the  temperance  would  was  tliat  prohibitory  legislation 
did  not  prohibit  in  fact.  It  was  to-day  to  a  very  great  extent  looked  upon  as 
an  absolute  failure. 

CONTEMPT  FOR  LAW. 
Hut  there  were  results  worse  than  the  mere  non-enforcement  of  the  law. 
Rev.  Rollin  T.  Hack,  pastor  of  tlie  Second  Parish  Congregational  Church. 
Portland,  September  29tli,  I'.HKi.  calling  attention  in  a  public  sermon  after 
making  some  outspoken  utterances  regarding  the  enforcement  of  the  prohibi- 
tory law,  said:  "It  is  sometliing  worse  tlian  the  violation  of  a  prohibitory 
law,  a  law  which  many  do  not  favor;  it  is  something  worse  tlian  the  squan- 
dering of  "lent ..-tile  waste  and  ruin  of  life,  the  destruction  of  homes  that  is 
going  on.  0  -  indifference  and  tlie  allowed  violation  is  something  worse 
than  all  tliese.  thougli  tliese  are  bad  enough.  It  means  a  generation  educated 
in  lettlessness,  the  breaking  down  of  the  safeguards  that  make  life,  home 
and  society  possible.  In  the  words  ot  Roosevelt,  "The  worst  possible  lesson 
♦o  teach  any  citizen  is  contempt  for  law." 

FAILURE  OF  PROHIBITION. 
Joseph  Rowntree  and  Arthur  Sherwell,  the  authors  of  "The  Temperance 
Problem  and  Social  Reform,"  probably  the  greatest  living  authorities  on  the 
temperance  question,  and  whj  had  devoted  years  to  a  careful  and  detailed 
study  of  the  course  and  results  of  temperance  legislation  in  most  of  the  civi- 
lized countries  in  the  world,  and  had  devoted  then.3elves  especially  to  those 
of  the  United  States,  in  which  Prohibition  had  been  adopted,  stated  their 
conclusions  as  follows: 
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rfi  ."'"  "71."!  "I!  'i'^'""^**'  "  *«  l'«'-dly  matter  for  aurprine  that  a  lurking 
distrust  of  State  P.oln.mion  as  a  pn.eti.able  nohe.ne  of  p..li,,c/,^,,S'h 
M^erting  itae  f  even  in  quarters  that  once  v.ere  favorable  to  the  systen.    and 

ollowed  the  h.^tory  of  the  expernnent  at  all  closely  can  doubt,  an.i  t  wis 
repeatedly  emphasue.,  by  those  fr.en.lly  to  the  prohibitory  law  ,n  the  clur" 
of  the  present  mvestiKations,  No,-  i.  j,  p.„«j,,,e  ,„  ,xplain  it  on  anv  othcM^ 
ground  han  that  of  the  n.anifes,  f.ulure  of  ,he  prohibitory  svstem  to  ach  ev c 
the  results  that  were  previously  cl„i„,e,i  in  its  behalf.  The  evidence  I  con- 
clusive that  in  no  sinple  State  has  the  law  been  satisfactorilv  enforced  in  the 
urban  .enfrcs^  On  the  contrary,  its  successes  have  alwavs  been  achieved  in 
sparsely  populated  rural  district,  where  the  ,,roble,n  to  be  dealt  w 'lb  is  n  " 
tonously  simpler  and  easier  of  solution.  Under  any  circumstances  this'  fai'- 
ure  of  the  system  in  the  towns  and  cities  would  be  important,  but  its  in.- 
porlance  ,s  increased  by  the  fact  that  in  America,  as  elsewhere,  the  drift  of 
the  population  is  increasiiiKly  towards  the  cities." 

The  honeBty  and  ca,.acity  of  these  gentlemen  had  never  been  impugned 
nor  had  the  accuracy  of  the  facts  from  which  their  conclusions  had  been  ar- 
rived at  ever  been  successfully  questioned. 

THE  PROPER  COURSE  FOR  THIS  LEGISLATURE. 

He  might  be  asked   what   was  the  proper  course  for  this  Legislature  to 
follow.     He  wished  to  say  frankly  that  in  his  judgment  the  pro[)er  course  was 
that  outlined  m  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Queens 
What  18  the  real  position  of  tliis  province  to-day?      We  find  the  Scott   \ct 
adopted  in  twelve  counties,  and  we  find  six  counties  under  the  Nova  Scotia 
Liquor     License     Act.         The     S'-ott     Act   is   local   prohibition     in     twelve 
counties.         Under     the     Nova       Scotia       Liquor       Licen.,e     Act,     licenses 
are     granted     in     the     ciiy     and       county     of     Halifax,     with       one     li- 
cense    in     the     county     of     Riclnnond,     so     that     the     whole     situation     is 
prohibition  against  the   sale  of  intoxicating  liquors   in  the  entire  provino. 
except  in  the  county  of  Halifax  and  one  liceuiie  in  the  county  of  Richmond 
This  is  a  thoroughly     satisfactory     condition     of  affairs,  and  surely  .such  a 
situation  on  the  fact  of  it  as  should  not  be  discouraging  to  our  temperance 
people.     If  the  Scott  Act  was  adopted  in  every  county  in  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces, and  was  enforced  as  it  should  be,  it  would  be  better  temperance  legis- 
laiion  than  such  prohibition  in  the  three  provinces  as  could  be  given  within 
the  powers  of  the  Provincial  I.egislatures.     This  is  obvious  for  the  following 
reason,  that  if  the  Scott  Act  was  universally  adopted  in  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces, it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  trade  between  one  of  the  province.- 
and  the  others,   because   in   this   respect     under   the  Scott   Act,   it   being   lui 
Act  of  Dominion  Parliament,  Provincial  lines  are  obliterated.    This  is  not  true 
under  Provincial  Prohibition.     I  wish  this  point  to  be  thoroughly  understood 
because  it  is  upon  this  point  rests  the  weakness  of  the  position  in  favor  of 
Provincial  Prohibition.     It  is  a  backward  step  when  placed  si.le  by  side  with 
the  universal  adoption  by  tlie  various  counties  of  the  Scott  Act.     The  Scott 
Act  could  be  secured  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people  in  any  county 
desiring  it  and  if  the  prohibition  vote  means  anything  as  indicated  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  it  means  at  leaat 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  in  both  these  provinces  are  in  favor  of  a  prohibi- 
tory measure.    This  could  b"  secured  by  the  adoption  of  tlie  Scott  Act. 
THE  NOVA  SCOTIA  LICENSE  ACT. 
The  Nova  Scotia  Liciuor  License  Act  is  a  drastic  and  stringent  piece  of 
temperance  legislation.     Where  no  licenses  are  granted,   it  is  absolute  pro- 
hibition.   I  regard  the  Scott  Act  or  tlie  Nova  Scotia  Liquor  License  Act  as  be- 
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The  Prohibitorv  Hill  i„.,!!i       j  ^"  **  reasoned  out  and  mainUined. 

n.J:^:z  t'lirr  :;K:t„r,  zT"r/  '^  «'^"  ^''*- 

view  in  th«»  ■>  ,»„.,M  K»     J         """cn  tne  Scott  Act  is  not  adopted.    My  own 

E£5  =■  j="'"™ "  ■-:  -  -  "sr  •!;•£ 

STRENGTHEN  THE  SCOTT  ACT. 

th./p*"*  ^''°"  *".'"'*  ^''"  ""^"P^^  '»■  "  voluntary  vote  in  twelve  counties  in 
that  ,rT\  "":'  '"  '^'  '"'°P'*°"  °'  'his  Federal  law  the  variouIcounUes  feU 
Scot  5w  T^ut"  "T*"  '"""'*^  Prohibition.  It  is  my  opinr"  a  he 
wno    adooted    it.      It    is    not    an    unreasonable    position,    in    my    JudM- 

o  ll  done  Jh«t'"''''Tr'K"  "'  ""  "''"°'-  ^"ffl-^'  '°  ^«1"««t  this 
to    be    done.       That    would    be  a  reasonable    request    to    make    of    the    Do. 

.n.„,on   Parliament,   and  it   would   be  extremely  unwise  on  the  part  of  fhe 

various  counfes  .„  Nova  Scotia  which  have  adopted  the  Scott  Act  Sworked 

out  the  temperance  problem  under  that  Act  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  lo  now 

abandon  t  „s  Act  for  any  Local  legislation  without  first  going  to  the UdZ 

Parhan.ent  and  asking  for  an  amendment  which  would  make  the  Canada  Ten! 

HoT'       '  ""'  '''"""  """'  ""  ''""""""  "'"'="  '^""•^  be  passed  in  Z 
IMPROVE  THE   LIQUOR  LICENSE  ACT. 

unde?l''p "'"'"",  "r"  °'"^^^'°'"'  '"   ^-P-'  to  counties  .„   «ova  Scot.a 
under  the  Provinoal   L.cen.se  Act  which  did  not  grant  licenses  themselves 

linlr        \  '°  "''""''  '''■'  -habitants  from  the  evils  of  intoxicating 

r  oh,"  r"  ""  T'"'"  "'  *""  •^•'"^^'  ""  ^"^  P-"«-d  t°  discharge 
hese  obligations  to  ,he  hih.  No  friend  of  temperance  could  submit  any 
legis  ation  sufficiently  drastic  for  the  protection  of  that  portion  of  thi 
people  of  Nova  Scotia  who  desires  to  .-uppress  the  liquor  traffic  Where 
public  opinion  was  l.ehind  .such  a  course  i.  would  not  fail  to  get  his  (Mr 
Murray  s)    support.      His    position    was    this,    where     local    puJic    opi^n 

Nova  fecotm  Liquor  License  Act,  des.res  to  be  protected  from  the  evils  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  carry  this  ou  ,  am  he 
^as  prepared  to  voto  for  any  praCioal  legislation  having  this  object  in  view 

count  o,  „„>  other  country,  we  must  have  sound  public  opinion  behind 
it.     Th„     was  the  policy  which  he  declared  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Govern 

;'::;L^t:.  '"■  t'"'"'  *" ''"  ^"-""^ '-  -^""^  '^^  ^^^ "--  -  *-. 

',:"",•'.■ '-"Ui.try.    or    any    other    country,    who    conscientiouslv 

believed  , ha,  te.nperance  legish.t.on  could  be  successfully  enforced  gaini 
the  dehbernte  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  people:^     The  people  of  Nova 
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Scotia  had   absolute   prohib.t.on   o(  the   liquor  traffic   in   their   own    handn 

■  :ere  n«ed    .„t  be  a  ..oenne  ,r„„ted  .„  Hal.fHx row  i,  pubho  ,   .^o . 

Hal.f.       .  a,a,n.t  U.     Throughout  .he  Provno.  „  wa.  a  liter  o     ol" 
.   .t.o„.     TU.  waH  a  fa.r  „„Hit,on  to  ,„k...  and  one  not  taken  in  n.any  o  The 

panada.       Reference   ha«   been     nm<le   to  the   fact   tha.   th,u    a..    .     ,\. 
adopted  in  Ontario,  and  afterwards  abandoned      wT    Wau"     i' 7  n.tn' 
..  wa.  t.K.  Htron.  a  prohibitory  measure  for  the  couHtUuen  •  eTwhio     XZ 
.t.     Uhen  they  abandoned  .t  tt,ey  dr.fted  back  .„  licenses,  and  in  tw'tirds 

J^olr:  '""  ''*■  '^""'""  T-"—  Act  had   been   rj^.e„l  d  t   ' 

adopted  a  license  system.  "ri'eKien  ine> 

PROPER  AUTHORITY  TO  ENFORCE  THE  LAW 

contemp  ated  enforced   by   the  Governn.ent.     The   honourable  memblwh; 
led  t,      Conserva,.ve   Tarty  in  this  House  took  the  ground  that    n  o^der  to 

.t  t  s  mpathet.c  support  of  a  party  governn.ent.  I  sav  this  is  a  seriou. 
matte,  for  .eflecting  ten.perance  .nen  to  ponder  over,  '  iTly  judgZ 
he  Governn.ent  of  this  Province  .s  not  the  tribunal  which  can  Lst  efXrL 
te„.perance  legislation,  and  ,  w.sh  to  ..ay  in  all  sinceritv  and  tne  „  ^ 
to  ever.v  temperance  man  in  Nova  Scotia,  that  this  departure  ^^^^Z 
which  should  engage  their  serious  consideration  That  was  hi  del^  a« 
opinion,   and   if  that   question   was   discussed   thoroughly   with     he    Imoe^ 

SclZr  T       "'"'  *''"'  *"^  ''"''     "°«'"°"   t«ken     by  the   Nova 

c  g : ;r;;::: . •'"'" """' "^ '"-^ ^-^ - •^'"---■^^ of'agam dTs! 

(Mr    M  T  """•"  ""P"^*""'  phase  of  this  question.     To  tell  him 

(Mr.  Murra.v,.  that  he  should  relieve  ,he  churches,  the  municipal  and  toZ 
cnunciMors  and  the  t.m,.r„nce  socie,„.s  from  their  legal  and  ^  raloWga 
t.on,o  looking  after  the  immortal  ,.ouls  of  which  Mr.  Tanner  had  talki 
.indelicately,  was  a  doctrine  .o  which  he  would  not  subsc7.be  .ftet^ 
immortal  soul.s  shou  d  be  left  tn  th-  tu,„i=.  ,  "^-     n  ineir 

THE    MOST  COMPETENT   BODY. 

Look  H.   the  condition  of  affairs   m  .his   Province  to-dav.  If  he  went  to 

♦hal  a         ,       ■    "^  "  '""'•   '"^   ''''''''"'   '^'«'   'heir  opinion   would   be 

ac^com  lished.  H  s  opinion  was  ,hat  «  Town  Council  composed  of  vigorous 
n^.  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  local  situation,  with  a  knowledge  o7r 
men  in  tl,e  liquor  tnitfic,  men  who  had  to  .,jh„,i,  „.,..„,.,,,-     ,       *^     "'  "'^ 

tha     .,„„.     In  this   Province  to  a   very  large  extent   our  municipal  and 
town  eleciotis  are  conducted  upon  local  issues  which  concern  the  iclr 

county  or  town   involved.     There   is  an   immediate  opportunity  of  discipl!" 
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ing  the  men  who  nliirk  their  responsibilities.  The  town  and  municipal 
ouiicilB  are  a  nplendidly  organized  lorce  in  thi«  Province  and  our  best 
<  itironf  are  keenly  alive  to  the  results  of  their  work.  It  is  by  reason  o(  the  en- 
forcement ol  the  temperance  laws  being  left  directly  with  our  people  that 
we  had  such  a  strongly  developed  temperance  sentiment.  Remove  that 
from  the  people,  take  the  responsibility  of  these  issues  from  them  and  let  a 
party  Government  in  the  city  of  Halifax  nominate  their  political  friend* 
over  the  Province,  and  you  can  best  imagine  the  condition  of  affairs  which 
•■••U  ensue. 

TH-i   DIFFICULTIES   IN   HALIFAX. 
LetuH  look  ut  unother  phn.-te  of  this  iiueittion.   It  has  been   said,  and  truth- 
fully said  that  Provincial  Prohibition  in  Nova  Scotia  simply  mean.s  prohibnon 
in  the  City  of  Haliliix.     No  person  had  .siiid  that  it  meant  anything  more 
One  would  naturally  think  in  looking  the  proposition  squarely  in  the  face  that 
the  city  of  Halifax  was  not  the  first  city  in  Canada  for  a  prohibitionist  to 
experiment  with  in  n  spect  to  this  policy.     There  is  no  doubt  whatever  of 
the  fact  that  while  prohibition  has  had  a  measure  of  8ucce.i8  in  rural  and 
sparsely  populated  pa'ts  of  the  country,  its  history  in  the  larger  cities  has 
been  one  oi  failure.     He  thought  that  temperance  people  ran  considerable 
risk   when   they     started    prohibition   experiments   in  the     city   of   Halifax 
Halifax  ia  the  capital  of  the  Province;  it  is  a  great  seaport  town  and  is  the 
avenue  of  export  and  import  of  this  country.     It  has  for  many  years  been 
the  seat  of  imperial  military  and  naval  forces.    It  has  a  cosmopolitan  popu- 
lation and  has  a  large  and  well  entrenched  liquor  trade.     It  has  to-day  a 
City  Council  which  by  voluntary  vote  of  all  but  one  member  of  that  Council 
signified  its  disapproval  of  that  measure.     It  is  a  city  which  had  a  history, 
and  not  a  very  good  history  in  respect  to  the  liquor  trade.    He  could  under- 
stand temperance   m»n   talking  of  prohibition   for  any  of  the  great  inland 
towns  of  Canada. 

WOULD  DISCREDIT  PROHIBITION. 

He  wished  to  say  that  in  his  judgment  the  city  of  Halifax  precented 
more  difficulties,  taking  them  all  in  all,  for  the  successful  enforcement  of  a 
prohibitory  law  than  any  other  city  of  equal  population  in  the  Dominion. 
Temperance  people  in.i.st  reflect  upon  the  effect  of  having  the  first  experi- 
ment on  behalf  of  proliibition  a  failure.  Supposing  the  temperance  people 
of  the  Province  were  put  to  shame  over  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this 
city:  supposing  the  citizens  of  Nova  Scotia  were  humiliated  by  the  state  of 
affairs  created  in  Hiilif.ix  by  the  enactment  of  a  prohibitory  law.  Was 
thi^.  he  said,  not  worth  con.sidering?  Did  we  want  to  have  prohibition  when 
started  a  failure  or  success?  Did  we  want  deliberately  to  force  prohibition 
upon  a  community  none  of  whose  citizens  wanted  it,  and  where  the  most 
advanced  and  thoughtful  men  who  knew  the  conditions  of  the  city  did  not 
hesitate  to  say  frankly  and  publicly  that  to  t.ilk  of  a  prohibitory  law  being 
successfully  enforced  in  Halifax  was  to  talk  ol  nothing  better  than  a  hollow 
mockery.  Was  it  not  reasonable  that  men  who  were  anxious  to  have  the 
fair  name  of  Nova  Scotia  preserved  and  stand  proudly  among  the  other 
Pruvincco  of  Canada  .shr.uid  hesitate  about  welooiiiing  such  a  condition  of 
affairs.  Was  it  any  wonder  that  we  should  hesitate  when  he  made  the 
statement  that  in  his  opinion  tlie  most  advanced,  thoughtful,  reflecting 
temperance   men   in   fl.i^   city   were   of  the  opinion   that   any   attempt  to  en- 
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tnrof  n  prohibitory  Uw  in  Halifnx  would  he  a  little  better  than  a  mockery ? 
Thei-e  considerations  were  matteri  (or  the  MrioiiM  reflection  o(  the  temper- 
ance men  o(  the  country. 

THE  DUTY  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

He  liad  xaid  nil  tieileKired  tohuy  upon  thiH  iniportHnt  queHtion.  He  had 
already  stated  that  he  believe<l  it  to  l)e  the  duty  of  tliid  Government  to  do 
everything  poxHible  to  nee  tliat  our  legiMlative  enactmentfi  were  not  (ailureR. 
He  believed  that  it  whh  the  duty  o(  thin  leiriRlatuie  to  nee  that  the  people  o( 
this  Province  who  desired  Prohibitliui  of  the  licpior  traffic  were  protected  in 
that  <leHire  and  no  far  hh  the  couiiIiph  which  had  adopted  the  Scott  Act  and 
thoMe  in  which  no  lii'i-nsew  exinted  were  concerned  he  would  take  the  reiponai- 
hility  on  behalf  of  the  Government  (if  intimating  to  thoBe  interented  that 
they  would  Introduce  IcgiHlation  hh  far  an  they  [>OHHiblv  could  within  the 
powerti  of  the  houwe  to  protect  thenc  counties  in  Nova  Sootiii  which  denired 
to  lie  protected  from  the  liquor  trallic. 

Mr.  Speaker,  holding  thexe  vie»>,  he  prii|iosed  to  votf  for  the  uniend- 
nieiit  of  the  honourable  member  for  Queenn.  and  he  believed  that  amend- 
ment met  with  the  refL-^onable  judgment  of  the  coiincientiou!*,  practical,  tem- 
perance men  of  Nova  Scotia. 

On  April  9th.  Hon.  W.  T.  Pipes,  Attorney-General,  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Asseinbly  th  •  Teriii)erance  meaxure  promised  in  I'remler  Mur- 
ray's si)eech.  It  in  by  far  the  moKt  advanced  Tem|>eran(e  leginlation  ever 
enacted  in  Novii  Scolla.  and  it  is  ilesigned,  In  so  far  as  the  Provincial 
Legislatuio  ha.s  jH.wer.  to  j)rotect  the  Scott  Act  and  no-licenne  countipH, 
which  practically  meina  the  whole   Province  o\  of  Halifax,  and  to  pre- 

vent  licersed   dealers    fiom    selling    intoxicating  ors   outside   .>f   licen.sed 

districts.  Supplementing  this  Bill,  and,  in  fact.  part  of  the  Government's 
temperance  legislation,  is  the  Bill  introduceil  by  Hon.  Mr.  Macl'herHon, 
reducing  the  number  el  licenses  in  Halifax  to  not  more  than  90,  instead  of 
120  an  at  present.  The  Government  is,  therefore  dealing  drastically,  not 
only  with  the  Provinee  as  n  wholi'.  but  with  the  city  of  Halifax  as  w     1. 

PROVISIONS  OF  THE   BILL. 

The  Bill  introducod  by  Mr.  l'i!)es  is  entitled  an  .\ct  to  amend  Chapter 
100,  Revised  Statutes,  1900,  the  Liquor  License  Act.  and  amendments 
thereto.  Sub-section  .'t  of  Section  87  of  the  said  Chapter  is  repealed,  and 
the  following  substituted  prescribing  tl.e  Tollowing  penalties  fo'  keeping 
liquor  for  sale. 

For  a  first  offense  not  less  than  $20,  not  more  thnn  $50.  For  a  second, 
not  less  than  $40,  nor  more  than  $80.  and  for  a  third  or  any  subsequent 
offense,  a  penalty  of  $80,  and  in  addition  thereto  imprisonment  with  hard 
labor  for  a   period   not  exceeding  two  months. 

Section  1S6  provides  that  any  licensee,  who,  himself,  or  by  his  clerk, 
servant  or  agent,  .sends  or  causes  to  be  sent,  liquor  to  any  person  other  than 
a  legally  qualified  pliysicinn,  chemist  or  druggist,  or  an  agent  for  the  sale 
of  liquor  duly  appointed,  in  any  city,  town  or  municipality,  in  which  the 
Canada  Temperance  ..ct  is  in  force,  or  in  any  town  or  other  district  in  which 
no  license  under  this  .Act  is  in  force,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  $50  for 
the  first  offense,  $100  foi  a  second,  and  $200  for  a  third  and  each  subsequent, 
offense. 
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FOMf  ITURI  OF   LICENSE, 
i;,.....  .  co.npl.,nt  in  wriling.  n.«d«  to  th.  munjci,..!.  cHy  or  town  coun- 

oil  by  which  th-  l,o*,.«.  wa,  i„ue.l.  th.t  any  lic,„«,  hw  b<N.n  conyiot«l 
unrf.r  thi.  action,  nurh  council  .hall.  .ft«r  Un  day.'  notic.  to  th.  Ue,n,^ 
examine  into  nuch  complaint,  and  if  it  ,«  proved  to  th.ir  .atialaction  that 
.uch  conviction  ha.  b^-n  mad.,  forfeit  and  cancel  the  hcnae  ol  .ueh 
licenMfie. 

In  any  |.ro«.cuH..„  m.der  thi.  .ection.  the  onu.  .hall  be  upon  th«  <!•- 
(eiulant  of  proving  that  the  pernon  to  whom  liquor  wa.  wnt  wa.  a  l.iallv 
qual.lled  physician,  chonii.t  or  druggint  or  hm  agent  for  the  .al.  ol  liquor 
duly  appointed;  and  ,f  in  .uch  pro.ecution  it  i,  proved  th.t  the  liquor 
canu,  from  the  warehou.e  or  ntore.  or  nut  of  the  po..e..ion  of  the  defendant 
or  hi.  agent,  the  oi.u.  .hall  be  upon  the  defendant  of  proving  that  the  per- 
.on  wh.,  .ent.  or  caun^il  to  be  «,nt,  .uch  liquor  wa«  not  hi.  agent. 

TO  PREVENT  SHIPMENTS. 

No  common  carrier  or  .xpre..  company  or  other  carrier  .hall  accept 
ron,  any  I.cen.ee  any  package  containing  liquor,  for  carriage  and  delivery 
10  any  per-on  other  than  H  legally  qualifled  phy.iciHn.  chemi.t  or  druggi.t 
or  an  agent  for  the  .al.  of  liquor,  duly  nppointed,  u,  any  city,  town  or  munii 
cipahty.  inwhich  ,he  Canada  Tem,K,.r„nc.  Act  .«  ,n  force  The  penalty  i. 
IW.  1,  .hall  no,  IH.  a  go.nl  defence  that  the  defendant  did  not  know  that 
the  package  contained  liquor,  or  that  he  wa.  not  aware  that  the  Canada 
Temiyance  Act  wa.  In  force,  or  that  no  licen.e  wa.  in  force.     Kvery  licen.ee 

of  150  for  the  fir.,  offen.se.  $100  for  a  second  and  each  .ub.equen,  oflen.e 

Kvery  packag,-  .-hall  cont,...,  „  I„bel  containing  ,he  nam.  i„  full 
((hnK,ian  and  «,.rna.„e,  and  the  addr.,..  of  the  per.on  -nipp.ng  .aid 
package,   and   of  the  person   to   whom   the   name   1.  to   be  delivered    and   the 

,H.n«  t>  ..  ,50  for  the  hcensee.  Kor  any  common  carrier,  expre..  company 
■-  other  earner^  for  fnil.ng  ,o  label,  the  penalty  .hall  be  not  le..  than  m 
nur    iijf.re  than  »50  for  each  offense. 

THE   PENALTIES  PROVIDED. 

.\ny  clerk,  servant  or  agent  of  a  licen.ee,  or  any  other  person  who  aids 
or  nl«,ts  said  licensee  „,  violating  any  of  the  provision,  of  the  above  section 
..r  i>  in  any  way  a  ,.„rty  to  said  violation,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  ol 
$50   for   each   offense. 

Section  192  deals  with  the  examination  of  per.on.  charged  with  being 
drunk,  by  a  magistrate,  as  lo  where  they  secured  the  liquor.  If  they  refu.e 
to  diMlose  they  shall   be   liable   to  contempt   proceedings. 

No  agent,  commercial  traveller,  or  other  person  shall  take  or  solicit 
orders  for  liquor  in  .  ny  city,  town  or  '  her  district  in  which  no  license 
under  this   Chapter   is  in   force.     The   pen..;t:-   for  violation   i.  J50. 

PROFESSOR    SAWYER'S   TESTIMONY. 

This    leaialnfinn    i\o^    hi«f^»    i/-~r«-4    J- -        ■  j 

-    "—■ '  ""^"   --f^vrar,!  by  oiiiccre  advooateo  of  U.mperance 

reform   as  a  decided     advance.     Professor     Everett  W.   Sawyer      Provincial 
organizer  of  the   Novn   Scotia  Temperance  AHiance.  in  a  review  of  the  tern- 
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PTMO.   IfUUtlon   prinud   In      Korw.M"     ot   M.y   3rd.   ..r.  o»     th.   n.w 
IfuUUon       ■Th.t  if  worked  i.  ou.ht  t„  ,iv.  th,  country  ,  ,„od  m.-ur, 
of  proUctJon  ■(•In-.t  th..  liquor  ,Uml»r»  of  Halifax 

"It  forbid!  tlMn*«M  and  oth...  .endinf  liquor  Into  Soott  Act  and  no- 
Uo.nM  eountia.  .,«,pt  to  lic«n«.d  vendor.  All  .hip,n*nta  of  liquor  mu.t 
ba  properly  labelled  and  addr—d  All  perHo,,,  l„fri„,in,  the-  pro- 
viaion.  are  liable  to  heavy  |»....|tieK  In-pector.  hav«  the  ri,ht  to  open 
.uapected  packaf..  StipendiHry  MagUtrate*  may  examine  peraon. 
brought  before  them  a.  drunk  and  .Mo.pabl...  «.,d  get  fn.n.  them  inform,, 
tion  concerning  from  whom  they  got  their  liquor  from." 
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